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League News
The Voter - Our New Look

Happy New Year! It’s January 2021 and with that we
present you with a new look for the new year. The League
of Women Voters of Marquette County (LWVMC) “The
Voter” newsletter also has a new publication schedule.
Beginning with this issue, quarterly publications will follow.

 All LWVMC members will receive the newsletter by email,
and a link to each publication will appear on our website.
Since we will no longer publish monthly, members will
receive one or two email updates with the minutes from the
monthly membership meetings and any other necessary
announcements in between newsletter issues.

Please contact the Editor, Julie Hagstrom, by email at
Julie.hagstrom@gmail.com with questions and
contributions, such as announcements and articles.
Committee chairs will be contacted by a member of the
newsletter committee to solicit any activity updates prior to
the deadlines. All content is due no later than two weeks
prior to publication.

About Us
The League of Women Voters (LWV) is a non-partisan
political organization that encourages the informed and
active participation of citizens in government.

On September 19, 1968, the first meeting of the Marquette
County LWV was held; the group grew from 46 members to
over 100 members during the course of its 38-year
existence. The work of this new League, which included
publishing voter guides and conducting candidate forums
during elections, was valued and respected by the
community. But membership declined and the Marquette
County LWV disbanded in 2006.

In 2016-2017, a small group ignited the revival of a
Marquette County chapter, which has grown in under four
years to a present membership of 95. Mentored by the
LWV of Delta County, and building on the legacy of the
earlier LWV, the new LWV spread its wings. Only four
months after the geographic unit formed, it produced its
first VOTE411 voter guide.

Today the LWV of Marquette County (LWVMC) continues
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Publication dates for 2021 are: January 31, April 30, July
30, and October 29. We hope you enjoy this issue and
more to come this year.

Welcome to All the 2020 New Members!

Dana Bovbjerg

Lillian Biolo-Thompson

John Braamse

Jim Breitenbach

Lizzie Corser

Ella Davis

Mary K Doll

Chelsea Ely

Kim Ferraro

Connie Hedmark

Jane Honeycutt

Margaret and James Jajich

Laura Kelly

Nancy Kreft

Robert Kulisheck

Hannah and Chad Lewis

Betsy Little

Paul Marin

Norma and Jim Matteson

Joy and Robert Niemi

Jacquilyn Otis

Mark Petrie

Karlyn Rapport

Darcy Rutkowski

Laura Sabo

Theresa and John Scram

Mike Stoolmiller

Michelle Storms-VanHowe

Emily Thiel

the essential work of the League, providing voters with
nonpartisan information about candidates, elections and
the mechanics of voting; conducting voter registration
drives to encourage the public, especially young people, to
become active voters; holding town halls around Marquette
County to educate the public about ballot issues and
changes to our laws; observing local boards and
governmental entities, including this year the Board of
Canvassers and the Citizens Redistricting Committee.

The LWVMC is not limited to women. Anyone, of whatever
gender, age or financial means, is welcome to join in the
work of the League.

Board of Directors
President
Darlene Allen (2022), dthomsona@gmail.com            
Vice President
Priscilla Burnham (2021), priburnham@gmail.com      
Treasurer
Marge Forslin (2021), mforslin2@charter.net            
Secretary
Joanna Mitchell (2022), jmitchel@nmu.edu                
Directors at Large
David Allen (2022), pdavideallen2@icloud.com          
Sandy Breitenbach (2022), sehurtubise@gmail.com 
Madalyn Koval (2021), r.koval@att.net          
Jane Pajot (2021), janep24@msn.com        
Kim Winokur (2021), kwinokur@sbcglobal.net  
         

League News
Nominating Committee Report

The nominating committee has been working on selecting a
slate for next year’s board. The 2021-2023 board will be
different from previous years. There are two new positions
now. The board is ultimately responsible and accountable
for how your league goes forward. There is no more
important position in the League than to serve on the
board. This year there are five positions up for election: Co-
President, Co-Vice President and three directors.   

Each board member serves a two year term, with one
exception. This year the new position of Co-Vice President
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Sarah Trumbley

Nancy Uschold

Terry Wessels

Johanna Worley

A Zoom orientation session for new members will be held
on February 27, 2021 from 10 a.m. - Noon. Reminders will
be sent out. Contact Kim with questions at
kwinokur@sbcglobal.net
 

Voter Services: 2020 - A Year Like No
Other 

What a year 2020 turned out to be.  When this column for
the Winter 2021 newsletter was started, the intent was to
applaud all the LWVMC's accomplishments in the face of a
virulent pandemic and the resulting challenges to voting:
the success of our Vote411 voter guide, both online and in
print; the successful outreach to township and city clerks
and the university; the mastery of virtual candidate forums;
the uptick in voter registrations and the record high
percentage of the population who turned out to vote,
whether by mail, by voting early, or in person at a polling
place.  It seemed that the turmoil and misinformation that
had been prevalent both before and after the November
election was finally subsiding; we could think about getting
back to ‘normal’ as we anticipated a more or less peaceful
transition from the outgoing Administration to the incoming
one.

Then came the Day of Infamy: Wednesday, January 6.

Our core mission just got more difficult and more urgent.
Finding ways to support democratic values and
infrastructure, encouraging voters to register and make
their voices heard through elections deemed to be fair and
free of fraud rather than through mob rule, soliciting citizen
input through participation in local boards, elective office,
candidate forums, town halls, and other actions, all while
staying true to our nonpartisan creed - these will be the

will be a one year term so it will stagger with the other Co-
Vice President. Every board member is expected to attend
all board meetings and membership meetings. Board
members will be expected to liaison at least one
committee. Board members decide on budget and projects.
Along with the responsibilities comes meaningful rewards,
comradery and even some fun.

You may nominate yourself or another, but if you nominate
someone else they must agree in advance to the
nomination. Nominations need to be presented by the April
Membership meeting and voting will be at the Annual
Membership Meeting. If you are interested in being on the
next board, or know someone who is, please contact Janet
Joswiak at  Janetjoswiak@charter.net 

General Board Responsibilities
1. Sets priorities and goals for the organization.
2. Carries out overall planning and decision making with
input from committees and membership.
3. Receives, reviews and approves/denies proposals for all
new activities.
4. Supports membership, development and visibility
activities.
5. Promotes the League in Marquette County.
6. Safeguards the League’s reputation for nonpartisanship.

Board Members
1. Attend and participate in all board meetings.
2. Become knowledgeable about the League.
3. Aim to be aware of the full scope of the current work and
activities of LWVMC.
4. Explain and promote the League in Marquette County.
5. Understand and abide by the League’s nonpartisan
policy.
6. Understand and support the League’s Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion policy.
7. Get to know and engage members.
8. Identify and mentor new leaders.
9. Promote growth and diversity in membership.
10.Carry out individual assignments.

Board portfolios are reviewed and assigned at the first
board meeting following elections based on the
organizational need and individual board member interests
and skills. Not all board members necessarily have an
assigned portfolio.
1. Voter Services.
2. Educational Programs.
3. Membership and Fundraising.
4. Communications.
5. Program.
6. Advocacy.
7. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
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challenges in the months to come. We need to think big
and be creative. We need to double down and not lose our
way.

But here’s the really good news that we need to celebrate:
We just witnessed one of the greatest examples of
grassroots democracy in action: more people voted in the
November election than at any time since 1900, and they
did it in the midst of the worst health crisis to hit our country
since the pandemic of 1918. Working with the Secretary of
State’s Office, the Voting Rights/Election Protection
Coalition in partnership with the ACLU, NAACP, APIA,
LWVUS and other groups to launch the platform
michiganvoting.org, collaborating with our local clerks to
recruit poll workers and get out the word about drop box
locations and voting by mail, we made a difference. 

In the words of Betsy Cushman, our indefatigable State
V.P. for Voter Services: “ Whenever someone asks me to
talk about something positive, I turn to Michigan’s Elections
this year, the most participatory and secure in our history.”

To everyone who helped register and educate voters, who
came up with Vote411 questions, researched what a drain
commissioner does, entered data and tracked down
candidates to get them to respond to Vote411, distributed
Voter Guides, helped run two candidate forums, located
ballot drop boxes, adopted Vote411 yard signs, worked the
polls, encouraged friends and family to vote early, observed
the Board of Canvassers, THANK YOU. Looking forward to
2021!
 

First Call to LWVMI 2021 Convention:
Defending Democracy

Defending Democracy is the timely theme for the League of
Women Voters of Michigan's 2021 Biennial
Convention. The convention will be held virtually this year
and will run from 6:30 p.m. on Friday, May 21 through 5:00
p.m. on Saturday, May 22. It will include all the features you
are used to seeing at an in-person convention: plenaries,
workshops, awards, panel discussions and even a silent
auction. In the next few months, members will receive more
details about the convention, including workshop choices
and registration information. Our 2021 convention will be
fully accessible to voting delegates AND non-voting
members. Because of a much smaller cost compared to in-
person conventions, this will be an opportunity for many
members to be part of a state convention. Stay tuned!
 

 

Observer Corps

The Observer Corps continues with virtual observations
during the pandemic. We recently worked on two state
projects with LWVMI and other local leagues throughout
Michigan. First, we observed the Marquette Board of
Canvassers after the November election, which was part of
an effort to watch most canvassing boards throughout the
state. Second, David Allen joined a LWVMI 12-member
committee to observe the Independent Citizens
Redistricting Committee, which will continue through 2021.
If you’re interested in joining our local Observer Corps,
contact David Allen at pdavidallen2@icloud.com.
 

Your Voice Matters

As we enter a new year, the Educational Program
Committee asks that you please take a look at the League
of Women Voters (LWV) priorities and issues, then assist
our committee in determining which issues you would like
to learn more about at our general membership meetings,
as well as ideas for sharing with the general public in
Marquette county. Please consider the two categories since
some topics can be more appropriate for general
membership, while some in-depth issues may be of interest
to our whole community. 

Reviewing the league publications of the national (LWVUS),
state (LWVMI), and Marquette county (LWVMC) is a good
way to find information on priorities, positions, action alerts
and advocacy issues which may help you with your
decision on topics. Some examples are: Voter Protection,
Election Reform and Money in Politics. We can focus on
national, state or local issues. Our goal is to offer public
education programs on voter services issues or topics of
community interest relating to LWV positions. 
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Lame Duck Study

Background: Delegates to the 2019 State Convention
initiated a request to study ‘lame duck’ legislative sessions
(in Michigan, when the legislature meets between the
November election and the swearing in of the new
legislature). The purpose of the study was to explore
whether the LWVMI should adopt a position vis-à-vis such
sessions, which allows us to advocate for the position.

The actions of lame duck legislatures have often been
controversial, particularly when an election results in a
change in the party that controls one or more branches of
government (legislative, executive, or judicial).

The Study: A ten-member study committee spent over a
year doing research and came up with a study guide and
PowerPoint presentation to help local Leagues consider the
issues and respond to a series of consensus questions.

What’s Next?  As a local League (LWVMC), our charge is
to become familiar with these study materials so we can
respond to the consensus questions by the March 31, 2021
deadline.  The State League will collect the input from all
the local Leagues and come up with a LWVMI position
statement.

Curious?  If you are interested in learning more about the
pros and cons of lame duck legislative sessions and/or the
process the League follows in adopting positions on issues,
contact Pri Burnham: priburnham@gmail.com or call 906-
228-8650.

Timeline: In the latter part of January 2021 a small
planning group of interested LWVMC members will be
recruited and meet via zoom to review the Lame Duck
study materials (see Studies) and familiarize themselves
with the process for reaching consensus. The planning
group will present the PowerPoint at the LWVMC February
membership meeting. During February and March, the
planning group will convene all local League members who
are interested in discussing the Lame Duck Study in
greater depth and participating in the consensus process. 
This large group will meet as often as necessary (via
Zoom) to come up with the  LWVMC’s answers to the
consensus questions, which will be submitted to LWVMI.

Our Educational Program Committee will review your
responses and report back to our membership listing the
actions and priorities you would like to see us pursue.
Please send an email to: Jane Pajot, janep24@msn.com

In our current political climate there are numerous priority
issues and our committee looks forward to hearing from
YOU.  Finally, we can leave 2020 behind us and hope for a
better 2021!
 

Day 1 Stands for Democracy: Remember
HR 1 For the People Act?

The League of Women Voters supported and helped craft
this sweeping electoral reform package that passed the
House in 2019, but languished in the Senate. This act
would:

Remove institutional barriers to voting
Modernize election systems
Promote voting rights
End gerrymandering
Fund election security
End the dominance of big money in politics
Develop matching systems for small donations
Strengthen oversight of campaign finance
Strengthen ethics laws and enforcement 

Demand that the For People Act be a first priority in 2021. 
You may wish to sign a petition through the Action Network
Sign your name to show the Biden administration and
Congress that Day 1 is for Democracy.  Also, go to the
LWVUS to contact your representative.  LWVUS is one of
twenty organizations supporting this petition. 
 

Calendar of Events 2021
February
3     Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
       Lame Duck Study Presentation
14   Valentine's Day - LWV is 101!
17   Board Meeting (10-noon)
27   Newcomer Orientation (10-noon)
 
March
3      Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
17    Board Meeting (10-noon)
 
April
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The planning group will share the results with the local
League at the April membership meeting.
 

Contributions
We are so thankful and fortunate to have such wonderful,
caring members who all give of their time and talents.  We
also want to take time to thank those who donate funds to
keep our league functioning.  

We heartily thank these donors from 2020:

Darlene Allen

Sandy Breitenbach

Liz Brown

Pri Brunham

Mary Burch

Martha Fitzgerald   

Sue Hefke

Peggy Jensen

Janet Joswiak

Diane Kent

Nancy Kreft

Sue Madden

Joanna Mitchell

Jackie Otis

Barbara Owdziej

Dianne Patrick

Karla Peterson

Laura Petrie

Judy Quirk

Karlyn Rapport

Laura Sabo

Karen Schmidt

Mary Snitgen

Linda Storms

Kori Tossava

Kim Winokur

7       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
21     Board Meeting (10-noon)
 
May
5        Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
19      Board Meeting (10-noon)
21-23 LWVMI State Convention

June
2       Annual Meeting (TBD)
16     Board Meeting (10-noon)

July
7       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
21     Board Meeting (10-noon)

August
4       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
18     Board Meeting (10-noon)

September
1       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
15     Board Meeting (10-noon)

October
6       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
20     Board Meeting (10-noon)

November
3       Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
17     Board Meeting (10-noon)

December
1      Membership Meeting (6-7:30pm)
15    Board Meeting (10-noon)
 

Econofoods Fundraiser Success

   

Thanks to YOU, our members, the LWVMC now has more
money! For those who don’t know, one of our fundraisers
entails collecting receipts from those who shop at Tadych’s
Econofoods in Marquette. We receive 1% of the semi-



Zelda Ziemer

Gift in Honor of Jane Ryan from Sally Davis

There were also many anonymous donors and we thank
them as well.    
 

annual tally. Please ask your friends and family to save
their receipts and add to our efforts.

Our total Econofood receipts for August 2020 to January
2021 totaled $26,677.21, which netted us $266.77. 
Combined with our July 2020 receipts our League received
$659.57 in one year!  This is such an outstanding program
offered by Tadych’s Econofoods and we thank them for
their on-going support.

A big shout out to thank all for taking the extra effort to get
the receipts to Jane Pajot's house, especially since we're
not meeting in person these days. It's been fun for Jane to
get your mailed receipts, or find them magically appearing
on the porch, or seeing you in person when you drop them
off. And thanks for putting up with the friendly barking dog
at times. Keep up the good work! The collection of receipts
continues for January – July 2021. Please mail or drop off
the receipts you collect and mail/deliver to: Jane Pajot,
1119 Pine St., Marquette, MI 49855.
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